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The U.S. Secretary of  
Agriculture tours UA 
poultry center
 During a visit to the University of Arkansas, Secretary of Agriculture 
Mike Johanns supported plans to “boost our research communities” included 
in the proposed 2007 farm bill. He called the bill currently under consideration 
by Congress “a package of market-oriented reforms to current agricultural 
policies.”
 Johanns made his remarks April 12 during a series of stops on the Fayette-
ville campus viewing the research activity carried out by UA Division of Ag-
riculture scientists and U.S. Department of Agriculture Agricultural Research 
Service scientists who work on campus.
 He started his tour at the John W. Tyson Building of the Center of Excel-
lence for Poultry Science. “What is happening there is cutting edge and has 
the potential to change the world,” he said in a speech later in the day. 
  UA research faculty met with Johanns to discuss a few of their current 
projects. Billy Hargis, who holds the Sustainable Poultry Health Chair in poul-
try science, explained his work developing a poultry influenza vaccine. Hargis 
also demonstrated a biosensor for rapid detection of poultry viruses being 
developed by Yanbin Li, a poultry science professor who was unable to attend 
the meeting.
 Johanns spoke to about 200 people at the UA School of Law in an address 
hosted by the National Agricultural Law Center based at the law school, where 
he reported on development of the farm bill.
 “Our top priority at the department has been on a comprehensive set of 
  FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. -- Dean Greg  
Weidemann of the Dale Bumpers College of Agri-
cultural, Food and Life Sciences at the University 
of Arkansas announced Wednesday, July 11, that 
UA professor Yanbin Li has been named the Tyson 
Endowed Chair in Biosensing Engineering.
  Li is one of the worldʼs leading scientists in 
the development of biosensing technology for food 
safety and quality applications, Weidemann said in 
an announcement in the atrium of the Agricultural, 
Food and Life Sciences Building. He has  
developed a prototype portable biosensor system 
that can detect the H5N1 avian influenza virus in 
poultry samples in less than one hour at an  
estimated cost of less than $10 per sample. H5N1 is 
the “bird flu” virus that has been transmitted from 
poultry to humans in more than 300 cases in Asia, 
Africa and Europe.
Yanbin Li named  
Tyson Biosensor Chair 
NEW ENDOWED CHAIR --Yanbin Li with a prototype 
of a portable biosensor system for field use to rapidly 
detect the H5N1 bird flu virus.
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AVIAN FLU -- Secretary of 
Agriculture Mike Johanns, 
left, listens as Dr. Billy Hargis 
describes how the portable 
biosensor prototype can  
detect avian flu in the field.
(below).
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 SAN ANTONIO, TX. -- Four University of Arkansas poultry science graduate  
students recently competed and won awards for presentation of their research. 
 Ixchel Reyes-Herrera, Vivian Aguiar, and Fausto Solis de los Santos, all graduate 
students of Dr. Dan Donoghue, and Lakshmi Kannan, graduate student of Dr. Narayan 
Rath, received top honors for their graduate student presentations. Reyes-Herrera also  
received the Nicholas Student Paper Award and $500 for her research on turkeys. The 
awards ceremony took place during the annual Poultry Science Associationʼs (PSA) 
meeting held in San Antonio July 9-13.
 Drs. Gisela Erf and Robert Wideman, Jr., were both recognized for their work as 
Section Editors for the PSA during the same awards ceremony.
Students from UA Poultry win 
awards at 2007 PSA
VIVIAN AGUIAR
by Karen Eskew, Communication Specialist
Chair
continued from page 1
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A $1.5 million endowment for the 
new chair was provided by the 
Tyson Foods Foundation from a gift 
announced in May 2005 and the 
UA Matching Gift Program previ-
ously endowed by the Walton Family 
Charitable Trust, Weidemann said. 
Investment earnings from the endow-
ment will help support Liʼs research 
in the department of biological and 
agricultural engineering and the Cen-
ter of Excellence for Poultry Science, 
which is a unit of the University of 
Arkansas Systemʼs statewide Divi-
sion of Agriculture.
  Li is principal investigator on 
a recent grant of $375,000 from the 
U.S. Department of Agricultureʼs 
National Research Initiative to refine 
and test the H5N1 biosensor system. 
Co-investigators are Billy Hargis, 
Steve Tung and Ronghui Wang at 
University of Arkansas and Luc 
Burghman at Texas A&M University.
  Mark Cochran, associate vice 
president for research in the Division 
of Agriculture, said the patent-pend-
ing H5N1 biosensor system would be 
much faster, more reliable, easier and 
cheaper than currently available tests, 
which are either poor in specificity, 
low in sensitivity, time consuming, 
expensive, or require a laboratory 
and a highly trained technician.
  In other research, Li has been the 
lead scientist in developing systems 
using nanoparticles and biosensors 
for rapid detection of pathogenic 
bacteria in food products. He also has 
developed risk-assessment models 
for pathogens in food processing and 
methods of killing bacteria during 
poultry processing.
  Li joined the university faculty 
in 1994. Among his several awards 
are the Arkansas Alumni Association 
Distinguished Faculty Achievement 
in Research and Service Award in 
2003, the John Imhoff Research 
Award in the College of Engineering 
in 2006, and the Gamma Sigma Delta 
Outstanding Researcher Award and 
Outstanding Agricultural Engineer 
Award from the Arkansas Section of 
the American Society of Agricultural 
Engineers in 2002.
  Li is editor of the journal, Bio-
logical Engineering, associate editor 
for Transactions of the ASABE, and 
an editorial board member for the 
Journal of Food Protection and the 
Journal of Sensing & Instrumenta-
tion for Food Safety and Quality. He 
is also adjunct professor of Zhejiang 
University and China Agricultural 
University.
IXCHEL REYES-HERRERA FAUSTO SOLIS de los SANTOS
P
ho
to
 s
ub
m
itt
ed
P
ho
to
 b
y 
P
S
A
 p
ho
to
gr
ap
he
r/
su
bm
itt
ed
LAKSHMI KANNAN
P
ho
to
 b
y 
P
S
A
 p
ho
to
gr
ap
he
r/
su
bm
itt
ed
3
Poultry Faculty member and  
student take top honors for  
research during awards luncheon
proposals for this yearʼs farm bill,” he 
said. USDA started the process by host-
ing forums across the nation listening to 
farmers and ranchers voice their con-
cerns on energy, conservation, trade and 
other issues.
 Johanns called for the expansion of 
agricultural exports  ̓access to foreign 
markets. He explained that the middle 
class is growing in several developing 
nations and that those people are future 
customers for U.S. agricultural products.
 He said the proposed USDA budget 
would commit $1.6 million to renewable 
energy so that the nation can move closer 
to “buying energy by the bushel from the 
heartland rather than by the barrel from 
the Middle East.”
 After his campus appearance, 
Johanns visited a farm near Bentonville 
where he participated in a round table 
discussion with ambassadors from Costa 
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua and the Dominican Republic. 
Johanns and the ambassadors discussed 
the Dominican Republic-Central Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreementʼs provisions 
and its provisions for reduced tariffs. 
Johanns voiced his support for the pact. 
Guatemalan Ambassador Jose Guillermo 
Castillo said the agreement offered great 
opportunities for Tyson Foods and Wal-
Mart Stores, both with headquarters in 
Northwest Arkansas.
US Secretary of  Ag
continued from page 1
OUTSTANDING FACULTY AND STUDENT (left to right) Dr. Walter Bottje, depart-
ment head of Poultry Science stands proudly next to Dr. Dan Donoghue, winner of the 
John W. White Outstanding Research Award, and Carol Ojano-Dirain, Bottje’s Ph.D. 
student and Distinguished Bumpers Scholar.
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 FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. -- A faculty member and student were recognized for 
their outstanding research during the Division of Agriculture/Bumpers College of 
Agricultural, Food & Life Sciences annual Awards Luncheon in April.
 Dr. Dan Donoghue, associate professor, received the John W. White Outstand-
ing Research Award for his research on drug, chemical and pathogen contamination 
of poultry. Donoghue served on a multi-agency group to develop and implement 
programs to reduce residues in the human food supply. Other awards he has received 
include the U.S. Food and Drug Administratonʼs Center for Veterinary Medicine 
Scientist of the Year Award. 
 Carol Ojano-Dirain, former Ph.D. student of Dr. Walter Bottje, was named the 
Bumpers Distinguished Scholar, Ph.D. category by Bumpers College for her research 
in cell and molecular biology.
 Ojano-Dirain was also named the Aubrey Harvey (Sigma Xi) Research Award 
winner for the University of Arkansas. This award is given to the most outstanding 
graduate student doing pertinent research on the U of A campus.
 “Our continued success in winning awards for research further emphasize the 
outstanding work being done by the faculty and students in the Department of Poul-
try Science,” said Bottje. “I am so pleased with these two individuals in particular 
and the work they have accomplished.”
FACULTY/STAFF  
IN POULTRY DEPARTMENT  
RECEIVE PROMOTIONS
The following faculty and/or staff 
members were recently promoted. 
Below is their names and their old 
and new titles.
F. Dustan Clark
Associate Professor to 
Professor
Sha Jin
Program Associate I to  
Program Associate II
Bobbie Okimoto
Program Associate II to  
Program Associate III
Noel Neighbor
Program Associate I to  
Program Associate II
DONOGHUE’S, HARGIS and TELLEZ RECEIVE LAB AWARD 
Drs. Annie and Dan Donoghue, Billy Hargis and Memo Tellez  
received the Federal Laboratory Consortium Excellence in Technology 
Transfer Award and a letter from Senator Mark Pryor  
congratulating them on their research and its national recognition.
4
CHECKING THINGS OUT - Dr. F. Dustan Clark is looking over 
a bird on the University of Arkansas Experiment Station poultry 
farm. Clark is one of several veterinarians designated as a trainer 
for security issues involving America’s poultry industry.
Training the Trainers: 
A lesson in security
 OKLAHOMA CITY, Ok. - Dr. Dustan Clark, extension 
poultry veterinarian and faculty member in the Department of 
Poultry Science at the University of Arkansas, has long been 
involved in ongoing training to handle possible animal disease 
outbreaks in the poultry industry. Because of his role as a first 
responder, Clark was invited to attend a “train the trainer” 
agro-terrorism course in Oklahoma City to help prepare him 
for a very different type of animal disease outbreak, one that 
is intentional.
 The course, funded by a grant from the United States De-
partment of Homeland Security and administered through the 
Kirkwood Community College “Agro-terrorism Preparedness 
Center (APC),” is specifically aimed at training professionals 
who are likely to be the first to see evidence of an attack such 
as veterinarians, public health officials and fire, EMS and law 
enforcement. Participants for this course were chosen based 
on the likelihood of their involvement in combating an attack 
and their ability to train others.
Story by Karen Eskew, Communication Specialist
 Through the “train-the-trainer” program, Clark will now set up courses for those who train first responders, or the first respond-
ers themselves at the local level, which will include information about biosecurity, quarantine, depopulation and disposal of animals, 
and cleaning and disinfection
 “I think it was valuable to pull this particular group of individuals together and have a common plan of action and curriculum to 
follow. Communication is always key in situations like these and this course makes sure all parties are on the same page,” said Clark.
 Curriculum developed and used by the new APC will be approved by the Department of Homeland Security and available elec-
tronically to all responders.
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Scholarship Golf  Tournament  
nets over $18,000 for students
 FARMINGTON, Ark. – Thirty teams netted just over 
$18,000 for scholarships during the Eighth Annual University of 
Arkansas Poultry Science Scholarship Golf Tournament Apr. 24 
at the Valley View Golf and Country Club in Farmington.
 Format for the tournament was a four-person scramble with 
a shotgun start. An awards presentation was held in the club-
house immediately following conclusion of play for each flight.
 First place winners in the morning flight were Rex Johns, 
Tom Neal, Kerry Preslar and Jerry Reeves with a score of 60. 
Second place winners were Marvin Childers, Vic Smith, Mark 
Sullivan and Ben Thompson with a score of 60 (ties were de-
termined by scorecard playoff). Third place winners were Steve 
Dixon, Mark Penzo, Jamie Stadler and Toby Tapp, with a score 
of 61. 
 The afternoon play had to be called after 10 holes because 
of lightning and weather. Scores had to be tabulated in a differ-
ent manner than the morning and were as follows: first place 
winners in the afternoon flight were Fred Barnhill, Stan Barnhill, 
Darryl Muldoon and Gary Murphy who were seven under par. 
Second place winners were Pat Dixon, Greg Flowers, Van Stane 
and Greg Williams, who were six under par. Third place winners 
were Travis Cigainero, Kurt Dobson, Travis Goodner and Randy 
Program is sponsored by U.S. Homeland 
Security Department
Stroud who were also six under par. 
 The major sponsor for the tournament was Cobb-Vantress, 
Inc., and FPEC (Food Processing Equipment Company) and 
Marel Food Systems both provided additional funding through 
hole sponsorships.  Arkansas Farm Bureau donated balls, towels 
and tees for each participant, Harps Food Stores, Inc., donated 
snacks for goody bags and InTents donated the use of two “hos-
pitality” tents to use on the course.
 The following companies participated in or donated to the 
tournament: Aerotech, Alpharma,  Aviagen, Barnhill Poultry, 
Big Dutchman, Biomune, Cobb-Vantress, CTB (Chore-Time), 
Degussa, Dixon Poultry, Embrex, Farm Bureau, First Finan-
cial Bank, FPEC, General Chemical, H.J. Baker, Huvepharma, 
Hubbard Farms, Intervet, JBS United, Marel Food Systems, 
Multi-Craft Contractors, Pilgrimʼs Foods, Roxell, Inc. and Tyson 
Foods, Inc.
 Since the poultry tournament started eight years ago, over 
$140,000 has been raised through this event for scholarships in 
the department.
SPONSORS - Golfers 
from the Marel team 
wait to hear the results 
of the afternoon flight. 
Marel was one of the 
Hole Sponsors for the 
tournament.
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FAYETTEVILLE –Thirty-four high school students from around the state expe-
rienced college life first-hand at the University of Arkansas while attending the tenth 
annual Poultry Science Youth Conference sponsored by the Center of Excellence for 
Poultry Science at the University of Arkansas July 17-20. 
The conference is designed to foster interest in the poultry industry, the  
University of Arkansas and the UA poultry science department through hands-on 
experiences, tours, and industry presentations. 
Conference participants were organized into groups, and each group developed a 
new product using poultry as one of the ingredients. 
Recreational activities during the week included a cookout at Devil s̓ Den State 
Park, dinner provided by ClearView Enterprises, a trip to Lokomotion Family Fun 
Park and a movie night at the Center.
Student groups gave their final product presentations before faculty members 
and parents during a closing ceremony in the Leland Tollett Auditorium in the Poultry 
Science Building.
Sponsors of the conference were the Farm Bureau, Harold E. Ford Foundation 
and the Center of Excellence for Poultry Science. 
Next yearʼs conference will again be held in July. For information, e-mail Gary 
Davis, poultry science undergraduate recruiter, at gddavis@uark.edu. All students 
completing the 10th and 11th grades are invited to attend. Space is limited.
Students learn about poultry
Story by Karen Eskew, Communication Specialist
 LITTLE ROCK - Ark. - The  
Poultry Federation hosted the annual 
Poultry Festival in Little Rock June 
6-8th and below are some highlight 
photos from the event.
Poultry  
Festival fun  
for all
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT -- Dr. Jason Emmert (far right) leads high school 
students in an interactive discussion about breading and battering chicken products. 
High school students attending the Poultry Science Youth Conference developed their 
own poultry products to market after learning the different processes involved in roll-
ing out a product. 
 
P
ho
to
 b
y 
F
re
d 
M
ill
er
THE WINNERS 
-- “Big Poppers” was 
the winning product 
during the Poultry 
Science Youth 
Conference. The 
product was made 
from thinly sliced 
poultry breasts, 
stuffed with 
jalapenos and 
cheese, which were 
breaded and fried. 
They were delicious!!
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Dr. Walter Bottje (left), and Larry and Donna 
Delozier enjoy some shade during the annual 
booth and barbecue theme contest.
Jerry Wooley (right), checks on a contestant 
during the 4-H barbecue contest.
From left, Samantha Blair and Jessica Reed, 
both UA poultry students, take a break from 
temperature taking during the barbecue and 
booth contest.
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Poultry Science Alumni hold annual 
meeting and picnic at AgriPark
Grants Awarded
 FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. -- The Poultry Alumni Organization of the Department of 
Poultry Science at the University of Arkansas had their annual picnic and meeting on 
June 28th at Agri Park with approximately 75 people in attendance. Shannon Burasco, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, led the meeting and newly appointed directors 
were introduced. During the meeting, Burasco gave an update on recent fund raisers 
and presented the Senior Ring Scholar (see story below) Ashley Swaffar with her ring.  
If you are interested in becoming a member of the organization or participating in  
future events, please contact Diana Bisbee at dbisbee@uark.edu or call her to learn 
more about how you can get involved in this group (479) 575-2025.
ALUMNI FAMILY AFFAIR -- The entire Mayo family stops for a photo during the  
Annual Poultry Science Alumni Picnic and Meeting held June 28th at Agri Park. From 
left Logan, Belinda (‘98 graduate), Kaitlin and Russell Mayo (‘01 graduate).
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Listed in order of receipt
Steven Ricke.* American Heart Association. 
Regulation of protein degradation in cardiac 
and vascular smooth muscle. $130,000.
Nick Anthony. Midwest Poultry Research 
Program. Improving growth and yield of com-
mercial pheasants through alteration of diet 
and feeding program. $18,360.
Casey Owens and J.F. Meullenet. Sensory 
evaluation of alternative turkey genotypes: 
“heritage” turkeys. $14,962.
Dan Donoghue. USDA CSREES. Reducing 
colonization of Salmonella Enteritidis and 
Campylobacter Jejuni in chickens with caprylic 
acid. $90,000.
Wayne Kuenzel. National Science Founda-
tion. Location and neuroendocrine function of 
putative encephalic photoreceptors. $6,000.
Billy Hargis. USDA-ARS. Protection of chick-
ens from Avian Influenza challenge following 
vaccination with recombinant Salmonella 
expressing an M2E epitope of AI. $50,000.
Nick Anthony. MacFarlane Pheasants, Inc. 
Impact of stocking density on pheasant growth 
and yield. $6,000.
Park Waldroup and Gisela Erf. FMC 
Corporation. Evaluation of FMC biopolymer 
alginates on live performance and immune 
function in broiler chickens. $31,250.
Park Waldroup. Cobb-Vantress, Inc. Choice 
feeding as a means of identifying differences 
in nutritional needs of broiler strains. $50,000.
Jason Emmert. Syngenta. Impact of phytase 
on broiler performance. $12,000.
Nick Anthony. ADM Alliance, Inc. Improving 
growth and yield of commercial pheasants 
through alteration of diet and feeding program. 
$1,250.
Susan Watkins. Best Veterinary Solutions. 
Water acidifier research. $2,000 gift.
Susan Watkins. Agri-Gro Marketing, Inc. 
Water acidifier research. $2,000 gift.
 
* Joint faculty member in two departments.
Senior Ring Scholar  
Ashley Swaffar 
 FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. - The Poultry  
Science Alumni Organization named Ashley  
Swaffar of Farmington as the Senior Ring Scholar 
Award Winner for 2006-07.
 Swaffar has served as an officer of the Poultry 
Science Club and recently graduated from the  
University of Arkansas.
 Swaffar plans to attend graduate school this fall 
in the Department of Poultry Science working with 
Dr. Keith Bramwell in the area of reproduction. 
 The Poultry Science Alumni Organization holds 
fund raisers throughout the year in order to pay 
for the U of A class ring awarded each year to an 
outstanding senior. Ph
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RING  
SCHOLAR --  
From left Ashley 
Swaffar, recent 
graduate of the 
U of A, is shown 
receiving her  
U of A class ring 
from Shannon 
Burasco, Poultry 
Science Alumni  
Organization  
director.
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Benefit concert takes place for 
Iraq soldier injured; son of   
faculty member Susan Watkins
THE ADAM WATKINS FAMILY -- From left Elizabeth, Dr. Susan (faculty member of 
poultry science), Adam, and Phil Watkins prior to Adam leaving for deployment in Iraq. 
Adam was injured by an IED and is in the burn unit at San Antonio.
On August 4th, friends, co-workers and families of military personnel joined together to host a benefit concert for Adam Watkins, son of Dr. Susan Watkins and Phil Watkins. Adam was injured on May 21st in Iraq by an IED and was severely injured and burned. 
While the Army is taking care of many of his medical needs, friends of the Watkins family 
wanted to collect monies to use as needed during the coming months 
and years of rehabilitation necessary for Adam. Several bands offered 
their services for free to help aid in the collection of donations and 
many, many people and industry personnel (too numerous to name 
here) donated their time, as well as food for the cause. Dr. Walter  
Bottje, department head and one of the organizers of the event, would 
like to take this time to thank all those involved who donated to this 
event for their generosity and caring. It was a huge success and that 
could not have been possible without everyone involved.
SPECIAL EMPLOYEE HIGHLIGHT SECTION
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Students participate in Summer Internships 
 FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. - One of the greatest ways for poultry science students 
to gain “experience” and see what the poultry industry is like is through the summer 
internship program, coordinated by Dr. Susan Watkins.
 This summer the following poultry students were able to participate: Ashley 
Creasey, sophomore, worked at Cobb-Vantress, Inc., in Siloam Springs; Amanda 
Hancock, senior, worked at Hog Slat/Georgia Poultry Company in Newton Grove, 
North Carolina; Rebecca Gracey, junior, worked at Pilgrimʼs Pride in Batesville; 
Jordan McDaniel, senior, worked at Pilgrimʼs Pride in El Dorado; Clayton Sallee, 
senior, worked at Georgeʼs Inc., in Springdale; Valerie Brewer, recent graduate begin-
ning graduate school in the department, worked at the National Chicken Council in 
Washington D.C.; and Mikaela Rodriguez, junior, worked for Dr. Gisela Erf.
 Two students were able to do internships during the spring semester while attend-
ing classes. Neda Tilley, recent graduate, worked for Tyson Foods in Rogers and Will 
Deakin, senior, worked at Twin Rivers in Springdale. 
 Weʼd like to say a special “Thank you!” to all of the industry personnel who 
make summer internships available to our students. If you need an intern or would 
like more information on the program, please contact Donna Tinsley in the depart-
ment at 479-575-3250 or e-mail dtinsley@uark.edu and she will assist you.
Keith Bramwell gave invited 
presentations at the following: the 
Jamesway Hatchery Seminar in 
Bangkok, Thailand, Feb. 2007, 
the Florandale Feedmill producers 
workshop in Stratford, Ontario, 
Canada, March 2007, the Deep 
South Poultry Conference in Tifton, 
Georgia, 2007, the Latin American 
Incubation Seminar, Puerto Plata, 
Dominican Republic, April, 2007, 
and he presented two papers at the 
Poultry Federation Annual Spring 
Symposium, Springdale. He also 
gave talks at: The Tyson-Spring-
dale Complex Breeder Service 
Tech meeting, held May 25, in 
Springdale; The Missouri Game 
Bird Academy, held May 30, in 
Springfield, Missouri. The Mis-
souri Game Bird Academy, held 
June 4, in Kansas City, Kansas and 
at the Tyson-Springdale Complex 
Breeder Grower Meeting, held June 
19.
Dustan Clark was given a 
travel award through a grant from 
the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security and attended the Ag Terror 
Emergency Responder Training 
course “Train the Trainer” in Okla-
homa City on April 9, 2007. This 
course was designed to provide re-
sponders from multi-disciplines and 
jurisdictions across the emergency 
response community, as a knowl-
edge base for an effective and rapid 
response in the event of any foreign 
animal disease outbreak. Clark was 
identified as a top-level expert in 
the field and attended the program 
in order for him to turn around and 
train others. Clark also gave invited 
presentations on Bird Flu/Agro-
terrorism during the Agriculture 
Society Meeting in Fort Worth on 
March 11, and on Bird Diseases, 
Disease Prevention and Avian Influ-
enza at an ARK-LA-TEX meeting 
in Shreveport, Louisiana April 5, 
2007.
David Chapman and Gerry 
Huff were invited speakers at the 
NOTABLES continued on page 8.
Faculty
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P O U L T R Y   S C I E N C EinPARTNERS
“First Turkey Science and Production Confer-
ence” held in the United Kingdom April 19-20, 
2007. Huff was also gave an invited presentation 
at the Turkey Production Conference.
 Dan Donoghue received the John W. White 
Award for Research Excellence during the Bum-
pers College Honors Convocation held in April. 
Donoghue is a leading authority on drug, chemi-
cal and pathogen contamination of poultry.
 Jason Emmert was the keynote speaker and 
was asked to give the talk, “Reflections from an 
Alumnus” at the University of Illinois College 
of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental 
Sciences Student Awards Banquet held April 22 
in Champaign-Urbana.
 Gisela Erf gave the following invited presen-
tation, “Animal Model for Autoimmune Vitiligo: 
The Smyth Line Chicken” at the National Con-
ference of ʻVitiligo Support International, Inc.” 
in Williamsburg, Virginia, July 13-15, 2007. Erf 
and Robert Wideman, Jr., were recognized at 
the PSA banquet for having served as Section 
Editors for the Poultry Science journal. Their 
respective sections were immunology, health and 
disease and physiology.
 Casey Owens taught at the Poultry 101 
Course held at Texas Tech University March 6-8, 
2007, she also gave an invited presentation “Pale, 
soft, exudative meat in the turkey industry” at the 
Midwest Poultry Federation Convention March 
14. Owens was also an invited speaker at the 
annual Poultry Science Association meeting held 
July 9, in San Antonio, her talk was on the “Im-
pact of marination and deboning on poultry meat 
tenderness.” Finally, Owens gave an invited talk 
“Multi-media modular-based poultry processing, 
products and food safety curriculum” during the 
International Food Technologists meeting on July 
29.
 Steven Ricke gave the following invited 
presentations not previously reported on: “Sal-
monella Fermentation and Colonization Ecology 
in the Avian Gastrointestinal Tract” at the Texas 
Branch Meeting of the American Society for Mi-
crobiology, University of Texas Medical Branch, 
Galveston, TX, on Nov. 17; and “Susceptibility 
of Laying Hens to Infection by Salmonella En-
teritidis” Arkansas Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion Winter Meeting - 100th Anniversary, Double 
Tree Hotel, Little Rock, AR, on Feb. 9; Control 
of Salmonella Enteritidis Infection in Laying Hens at Cobb-Vantress, Inc., in Siloam 
Springs on May 17; and at The Center for Food Safety at the University of Arkansas: 
“Current Programs and Future Goals” University of Arkansas Faculty Leadership Pro-
gram, in Fayetteville, on July 18.
 Susan Watkins helped organize the Spring Poultry Symposium, hosted by The 
Poultry Federation on April 25 at the Springdale Holiday Inn and Convention Center. 
Watkins also served as a speaker for that event. Watkins organized and hosted the 
Ozark Poultry Growerʼs Symposium, held April 17 at the Pauline Whitaker Animal 
Science Center. This event had invited speakers, which included Watkins, in addi-
tion to a trade floor exhibit. Watkins also is hosting the Applied Broiler Research Unit 
(ABRU) Farm Grower Training Workshop on Tuesday, May 8 at the University of 
Arkansas ABRU in Savoy. Several demonstrations of the latest trends in grower tools 
will be demonstrated in addition to a question and answer session with company repre-
sentatives.
Student News:
 Carol Ojano-Dirain received the Ph.D. distinguished scholar award from Bum-
pers College during their annual awards luncheon. Dirain also received the Sigma Xi 
Aubrey E. Harvey Graduate Research Award for the graduate student who performed 
the most outstanding research on the Fayetteville campus during the preceding year.
 The UA Poultry Judging Team took 3rd place overall at the Southern Poultry Judg-
ing Contest held at LSU in April. Student participants were Sawyer Hale, Megan 
Norton, Ashley Reeves, and Jada Thompson, all of Lincoln, Arkansas. Norton took 
3rd place overall for high score individual and Jada took 6th place. The team tied for 
second place in Team Production. The team tied for third in Team Breed Selection and 
the team took 4th in Team Market Products. Their coach is Jason Emmert and their as-
sistant coach is Dennis Mason.
 Sujata Sirsat, Ph.D. student of Dr. Steven Ricke won an American Society for 
Microbiology Travel Award to attend the organizationʼs annual meeting.
 Several students won awards at the recent Poultry Science Associationʼs Annual 
Meeting in San Antonio. Please see p. 2 for more details.
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